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§280.211

§280.211 Authorized representative.

The laboratory shall designate an
Authorized Representative to sign the
NVLAP application form and commit
the laboratory to fulfill the NVLAP re-
quirements. Only the Authorized Rep-
resentative can authorize a change in
the scope or nature of the laboratory’s
application. This person will receive all
correspondence and inquiries from
NVLAP. The Authorized Representa-
tive may also be an Approved Signa-
tory. The laboratory must provide to
NVLAP the name and address of the
Authorized Representative and must,
within 30 days, notify NVLAP of a
change of Authorized Representative.

§280.212 Approved signatory.

(a) The laboratory shall designate
one or more staff members as Approved
Signatories.  Approved Signatories
shall be persons with appropriate re-
sponsibility, authority and technical
capability within the organization. The
laboratory must maintain a list of Ap-
proved Signatories and make that list
available for review during on-site as-
sessments. The laboratory must pro-
vide to NVLAP the name(s) and ad-
dress(es) of the Approved Signatory(s)
and must, within 30 days, notify
NVLAP of a change of Approved Signa-
tory(s).

(b) The authorized signature of at
least one Approved Signatory must ap-
pear on each test reports that is writ-
ten in compliance with the Act and en-
dorsed with the NVLAP logo. The ap-
proved signatory is responsible for the
technical content of the report and is
the person to be contacted by NVLAP,
laboratory clients, or others in case of
questions or problems with the report.

§280.213 Application of accreditation
conditions and criteria.

To become accredited and maintain
accreditation, a laboratory must meet
the conditions for accreditation set out
in §280.214, the criteria set out in
§280.215, and the guidance provided in
the Program Handbook.

§280.214 Conditions for accreditation.

(a) To become accredited and main-
tain accreditation, a laboratory shall
agree in writing to:
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(1) Be assessed and evaluated ini-
tially and on a periodic basis;

(2) Demonstrate, on request that it is
able to perform the tests representa-
tive of those for which it is seeking ac-
creditation;

(3) Pay all fees;

(4) Participate in proficiency testing
as required.

(5) Be capable of performing the tests
for which it is accredited according to
the latest version of the test method
within one year after its publication or
within another time limit specified by
NVLAP;

(6) Limit the representation of the
scope of its accreditation to only those
tests or services for which accredita-
tion is granted,

(7) Resolve all deficiencies;

(8) Limit all its work or services for
clients to those areas where com-
petence and capacity are available;

(9) Inform its clients that the labora-
tory’s accreditation or any of its test
reports in no way constitutes or im-
plies product certification, approval, or
endorsement by NIST;

(10) Maintain records of all actions
taken in response to testing com-
plaints for 5 years, as required by §280.7
of this part;

(11) Maintain an independent
decisional relationship between itself
and its clients, affiliates, or other orga-
nizations so that the laboratory’s ca-
pacity to render test reports objec-
tively and without bias is not ad-
versely affected;

(12) Report to NVLAP within 30 days
any major changes involving the loca-
tion, ownership, management struc-
ture, authorized representative, ap-
proved signatories, or facilities of the
laboratory; and

(13) Return to NVLAP the Certificate
of Accreditation and the Scope of Ac-
creditation for revision or other action
should it:

(i) Be requested to do so by NVLAP;

(if) Voluntarily terminate its accred-
ited status; or

(iii) Become unable to conform to
any of these conditions, the applicable
criteria of this Subpart or §280.215, and
related technical requirements.

(b) To become accredited and main-
tain accreditation, a laboratory shall
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